Introduction
Coeliac disease has a high familial incidence (McCrae, 1969; Walker-Smith, 1973; McNeish and Anderson, 1974; David and Ajdukiewicz, 1975) and the mode of inheritance of susceptibility has been considered to be multifactorial (Robinson et al., 1971) . Studies in twins provide an opportunity to explore the relative importance of heredity and environment in the aetiology of the disease. Thus in monozygous twins concordance is evidence for and discordance evidence against a major genetic role.
Six pairs of twins with discordance for coeliac disease have been reported (Carter, Sheldon and Walker, 1959; Hoffman, Wollaeger and Greenberg, 1966; Walker-Smith, 1973; Polanco et al., 1981) , although the criteria for monozygosity in some of the earlier reports are necessarily lax by present standards. However, two sets of twins reported had a high probability of monozygosity (Polanco et al., 1981) . Many cases of concordant coeliac disease in monozygous twins have been reported (Polanco et al., 1981) , but again the criteria of monozygosity can be questioned in many. There are only two well documented sets of monozygous twins concordant for coeliac disease (Penna et al., 1979; Polanco et al., 1981) .
We report a case of concordance for coeliac disease in twins with a high probability of monozygosity causing growth failure in one twin. (Tanner, 1962) Further twin studies in coeliacs will provide cumulative information on the inheritance of this condition and the interaction of environmental factors with inheritance.
